
 

Lothian Elementary School’s Mission and Vision 

From the Principal’s Pen 

Welcome back!  The 2018-2019 school year is already underway.  We were so glad 
to see so many faces at Sneak-a-Peek, and we hope that you will ALL mark your 
calendars for Back-to School Night on September 11th at 6:30 pm.  This is an   
important evening when the teachers will share information about curriculum,       
procedures, and other grade-level specifics.  We have full-day Pre-Kindergarten 
this year, which is a n exciting change.   

Lothian continues to grow and continues to be a Targeted Title I school.  We look 
forward to all of the exciting things this new school year brings.   

Please make sure you read this newsletter carefully, as it is full of important     
information.  Future newsletters will be sent electronically unless you request a   
paper copy (see p. 6 of newsletter).   

Please think about all the ways you can support the school, especially volunteering 
and joining the PTA.  These are wonderful ways to support the school and your   
student, and to show your children that you are involved...we love our parent    
partnerships! 

Finally, we ask that wyou establish great home-habits for bed time, homework, etc. 
right away to give your child the best start possible. 

Thanks for all you do for your child! 

     Mrs. Melissa L. Brown,  Principal 

Mission Statement 

At Lothian Elementary School, we are committed to creating a safe, respectful, and nur-
turing environment through strong relationships and open communication. All students will 
be engaged in learning to become  responsible citizens, creative      thinkers, and life-long  
learners. 

Vision Statement 

At Lothian Elementary School, we envision a learning community in which   stakeholders 
work collaboratively to nurture and develop the whole child and    prepare them for  their 

 Attention!!! 

Volume 11, Issue 1 

The Lions’ Roar 

In This Issue  

Asst. Principal’s Corner 2 

School Information 3 

Counselor’s Corner 
5 
 
 

Newsletter Access 6 

Reading Corner 7 

  
  

Lothian Elementary 
School Newsletter 
September 2018 

 September 3-Labor Day-
School Closed 

 September  4-School 
Open for Grades 1-5 

 September 4-5– Kinder-
garten and Pre-K confer-
ences 

 September 5-6-ECI con-
ferences 

 September 6,7-,10-
Staggered Entrance for 
Kindergarten and Pre-K 

 September 7-First Day 
for ECI students 

 September 11-First Day 
for Kindergarten and Pre-
K; 6-30-Back to School 
Night 

 September 18-6:30-PTA 
Meeting 

 September 19-School 
Closed-Yom Kippur Holi-
day 

  

This year, we say farewell to Mrs. Boysaw who is now Acting Principal of Carrie Weedon Early 
Learning Center.   We also said farewell to Carly Pumphrey and Tamasha Greene who are at 
Carrie Weedon, to Stephanie Marrone who is now at Crofton Meadows and Marlee Souder who 
is at Brock Bridge.  Lynsy Snelson, Sandra Acevedo-Harper and Dr. Nicole Better who have 
been assigned to different schools.  Farewells have also been given to Jeanne Greene who is 
enjoying retirement, Karen Grimsley who is moving to  Florida.  

Samantha Rodriguez has moved to Kindergarten, Nathalie Froncillo has moved to 1st grade, 
and Jessica Ort and Jeana Osborne have moved to 3rd grade. Ann Marie Turpin (ELL) and 
Mary Sinnott (Reading) are now full time! 

Julie Crandell will be with us for the first month of school as the Long-term Substitute for 
Mrs. McDonald. 

Please help in extending a warm Lothian welcome to those new to our staff. We welcome Tina 
Quigley in Kindergarten, Bart Williams in 4th Grade, and Shannon Sandvik in 5th Grade.     
Jennifer Heller joins us in Special Education and Stephanie Bernholz joins us in ECI.  We have 
additional Cultural Arts Staffing and welcome Deirdre Barnhart (Global Studies), Beth     
Johnson (Music), Karla McMahon (PE), Stacey Lucas (Media), and Stacey Pollock (Art).  We are 
joined by Kathi Norris as Title I TA, Dr. Rodney Roundtree as PPW and Alba Morales as      
Bilingual Facilitator. 

WELCOME! 



 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 

What is  PBIS? 
PBIS (Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports) is a process for creating safer and more effective schools. PBIS is a 
systems approach to enhancing the capacity of schools to educate all children by developing research-based, school-wide, and 
classroom discipline systems. The process focuses on improving a school’s ability to teach and support positive behavior for all 
students. Rather than a prescribed program, PBIS  provides systems for schools to design, implement, and evaluate effective 
school-wide, classroom, non-classroom, and student  specific discipline plans.  
 
Students and classes have many opportunities to be recognized during the year. These are just a few. Each class recognizes a 
student for the week. Every student has the opportunity to earn a green award and a  positive  attitude award at the end of 
each marking period. Students have the opportunity to earn a ticket when they get caught doing a great job or showing         
respect. When students earn 25 tickets they can turn their tickets in to    receive a token to visit the “Lothian Treasure 
Chest.”  Classrooms are recognized too! They may receive a paw when they are seen walking down the hallway quietly. The    
primary class and the intermediate class with the most paws for the week will receive the Lothian Lion for the week. If a class 
is recognized 5 times, they receive a pizza party! 
 
Parents, thank you for your support. Please continue to share with your child/children the importance of being respectful,  
responsible, prepared and to make good and safe decisions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Attendance Reminders 
 
When your child is absent, please send a note stating the reason for the absence upon your child ’s return to school. Absences 
in excess of five days require a physician’s note. When these procedures are not followed, the absence code must be assumed 
to be unlawful and will be coded as unexcused. 
 
Just a few reminders about attendance:  

If your child arrives after 9:20 a.m., they are late. 
If your child leaves before 11:30 a.m., they are  absent for the day. 
If your child leaves after 11:30 a.m., but before 1:30 p.m., they will receive an early dismissal with ½ day   absence. 
After 1:30 p.m., early dismissals will be given for any student who leaves before 3:45 p.m. 

 
Parents keep in mind that patterns are formed early. It is more difficult to break a bad habit (children begging to stay home 
from school “just this once”) than saying “no” in the beginning. If there are reasons other than illness keeping your child from 
coming to school (school phobia, relationships with peers, academic difficulties), please contact the school so that the         
underlying issue may be addressed. 
 
Parents, let us work together to prepare our children to reach their dreams! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volume 10,  Issue 1           Page 2 
 
 
 
 

I am respectful  Listen to my parents 
   Be truthful to my parents 
   Play cooperatively 
   Speak nicely to others 
I am responsible  Put away my toys, bike and equipment 
   Help with jobs at home 
   Follow my parents’ directions 
   Share take home folder/agenda with   
   my parents 

I am safe                 Play safely with others 
  Stay in designated areas 
  Stay away from strangers 
  Wear bike helmet and equipment 
  
I am prepared Finish homework and share with  parent 
  Pack backpack at night for school  next day 
  Go to bed on time 
  Get up and get ready for school  
  when called 
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FEDERAL IMPACT SURVEY CARD 

On Friday, September 28, 2018, your child will bring home a         
Federal Impact Aid  Survey form.  Please assist us by filling out 
the information requested on the form and: 

Elementary Schools—RETURN TO LOTHIAN ELEMENTARY! 

The U.S> Department of Education is now allowing a multiple 
child form.  Therefore, AACPS has designed a form that will 
allow two children’s names for your convenience.  Should you have 
more than two children, please utilize a second form that you can    
either obtain from the school or download from the AACPS web-
site at www.aacps.org/students.  Also, please note that the  
complete address of the Parent/Guardian’s Employer if they 
work on Federal Property, the complete address of the    
Federal Property on which they work, and each survey form 
must be signed and dated by the Parent/Guardian.  The     
Federal Impact Aid Survey form for 2018-2019 will be available 
to download on     September 28, 2018.  We will also be using our 
Connect-Ed     Automated Telephone Notification System to  
remind everyone about the significance of completing and      
returning this survey.  The school system receives approximately 
$2 million in funding from the Federal government in support of 
our children after the forms are processed. 

Thank you in advance for your support and assistance.  Should 
you have any questions regarding this information, please call 
410-222-5200. 

We encourage parents to have students ride the bus as 
often as possible!!!  The fewer car-riders we have, the 
quicker, smoother and safer arrival and dismissal are for 
all students.   

Cars dropping off/picking up students at regular           
arrival/dismissal times will need to pull in the main        
entrance (by the sign), follow the signs/lane markings to 
circle around and drop off/pick up students at the front    
entrance.  Staff will be outside (until 9:15 am for        
drop-off) to greet students.  Parents should not park and 
bring their children in due to traffic flow and parking   
concerns.  Parents arriving after 9:15 or picking up early 
should park and enter the main entrance and report to the   
office to sign in/out their child.  Please observe the    
BUSES ONLY signage for our bus loop. 

Buses/Student Drop Off 

On the first day of school, your child will receive an Emergency 
Card Verification Report for you to note changes and an     
Emergency Notification Card to complete. Return these forms 
promptly the next school day, but no later than Friday,           
September 7, 2018.   Please be sure you have listed, in addition to 
home, work and cell numbers, an additional person to contact in 
the event you  cannot be reached in an emergency. ALL       
VISITORS MUST HAVE A PHOTO ID TO PICK UP A CHILD. 

Emergency Notification Cards 

Parking is limited, so we ask that, whenever possible,     
parents carpool, especially for field trips or other         
situations where you will be parked on-site for a length of 
time. 

PARKING REMINDERS 

Health Room News 

NO MEDICATION OF ANY KIND, PRESCRIPTION OR 
NON-PRESCRIPTION, CAN BE ADMINISTERED BY 
THE SCHOOL STAFF UNLESS YOUR DOCTOR HAS 
FILLED OUT THE MEDICATION FORM ISSUED BY 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. Medication must be in the 
prescription bottle from the pharmacy, labeled with the 
student’s name and dosage amount and times, and           
accompanied by a permission slip signed by your doctor.  A 
medication form is included in the first day packet and can 
also be obtained from the school  office.  Health Room 
Phone: 410-867-0457. 

REMINDER: ALL KINDERGARTENERS REQUIRE A  
SECOND VARICELLA (CHICKEN POX) VACCINE     
PRIOR TO BEGINNING SCHOOL. 

Backpacks 

Students may use backpacks to carry books and supplies to and 
from school.  Backpacks are kept in the student’s locker during 
the day, so they must be the appropriate size (NOT TOO LARGE) 
to fit in the locker.  The decision to keep backpacks in lockers is 
a health and safety issue. The backpacks block aisles in the  
classroom and restrict ease in passing in the halls.  Also, the 
backpacks are often too large and heavy to carry all day for the 
majority of physically developing students. NO BACKPACKS 
WITH WHEELS PLEASE! Students will have multiple             
opportunities each day to visit their  lockers. 

School Emergency Plans 

All schools in Anne Arundel County Public School System 
have developed emergency and crisis response plans.  If 
there is ever any serious incident/emergency and access 
to Lothian Elementary is not available, parents should 
meet at Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church for       
pertinent information. 
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ECIA Title 1 is a Federally funded program designed to help 
students needing extra assistance in reading and mathematics.  
It provides additional assistance in the areas of personnel,  
resources, materials of instruction, staff development and  
parent involvement. The National Lunch Program/School  
Breakfast Program is used to determine Title 1 eligible schools. 
If you are eligible for the lunch/breakfast program, please 
complete the application and return it to school AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE.  Applications may also be completed online at 
https://applyformeals.aacps.org.  If your child was receiving 
free or reduced lunch last year, this will carry over until     
October 1, 2018. Applications are being sent home with       
students on the first day of school. Completing this form does 
not mean you must participate. This is still your choice. You can 
be assured that confidentiality will be observed.  Students who 
were eligible last year MUST submit a new application for   
approval this school year.  If you have any questions, please 
direct them to the school office.  

Free/Reduced Lunch Applications 

The Anne Arundel County Public School System does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, national  origin, religion, 
age, disability, sexual orientation or familial status in matters affecting employment or in providing access to programs.    

Emergency Drills 

During each school year, various drills are conducted at 
every school to ensure that staff and students are       
prepared in the event of an emergency. These drills include 
monthly fire/evacuation drills.  
In addition drills with scenarios developed by the school     
system’s Office of School Security and based upon various 
possible emergency scenarios are done each year. These      
include, but are not limited to: evacuation for natural gas  
emergencies; shelter for tornado and earthquake; shelter 
for outside hazardous materials release; lockout for     
danger outside of the school building, reverse evacuation 
back into the school for students and staff outside; and 
lockdown for a   person with a weapon inside of the school. 
These drills are  discussed with staff prior to the drill, 
evaluated once the drill is complete. In some cases, the 
drills may be discussed with students before they take 
place. 
 

Camera 

Lothian Elementary School is equipped with a video camera 
system.  It covers selected interior and exterior public 
portions of the building and grounds.  It is NOT monitored 
constantly, but it is monitored during emergency situations. 
During certain events, when the safety or security of    
students may be in question, authorized personnel from 
local, state, or federal police or fire emergency units may 
be given access to view images projected on the camera 
system.  If you have any questions about the system, you 
should call the Supervisor of School Security at            
410-222-5083. 

 

 

Lothian Elementary has qualified for a grant offering free 
breakfast to all students, regardless of income level.  Please 
be aware that this option is available to your child(ren) again 
this school year. 

Free Breakfast Program 

ATTENTION PARENTS! 

The following is a list of 2018-2019 lunch prices: 

Lunch $2.75  Reduced Price Lunch       $.40     

Milk 1/2 pint $.55 A La Carte  ; Free Breakfast for All! 

Free Breakfast for All 

Follow us on Twitter: 
@LothianAACPS 

 

 

https://applyformeals.aacps.org
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Counselor’s Corner         
A Message from the School Counselor...... 

 

             Kimberly T. Pletcher 

 

     I want to take this opportunity to say “ welcome back” to those of you that had children that attended Lothian Elementary 
last year and “welcome” to those of you that are new this year.  We have an exciting year ahead of us and I look forward to 
working with you and your child(ren). Here is some information regarding the School Counseling Program. Please contact me if I 
can be of any assistance to you and your child(ren).  
 

                    The School Counseling Program at Lothian Elementary School 
 

       As a professional school counselor, I deliver a comprehensive school counseling program aligned with the National     
Standards for School Counseling.  The program includes classroom, group, and individual counseling processes that develop  
student competencies in the academic, career, and personal/social domains.  The program is developed using data that support 
and link the counseling program to students’ academic success. Services are delivered through classroom guidance, group,   
individual counseling and student planning, as well as, consultation, collaboration, and coordination. It is driven by my mission 
that aligns with both the AACPS mission and our school mission. It is as follows: 
 

     “My mission is to promote and enhance student learning through academic, career, and personal/social development and  
provide support for all students so that they can maximize their student potential and feel safe, nurtured, and respected. My 
hope is that by advocating for students, providing them with skills they need, and working in a partnership with educators,  
parents, and the community, all students will have the knowledge and skills they need to be responsible citizens, creative  
thinkers, and life-long learners.” 
 

      Classroom guidance is provided for all students (Pre-K - 5) across the educational, career, and personal/social domain. I am 
in every classroom every other week throughout the entire year. Please ask your child(ren) regularly what they have been 
learning in Guidance, and look for worksheets in their take-home folders that we have completed to reinforce the strategies 
taught. You can also go to the Lothian Elementary School website and click on “Guidance” to see strategies I teach to students 
to help them be successful in school. 
 

       Small group guidance and counseling is provided for some students throughout the year. Topics vary based on the needs of 
the students at the different grade levels.   
 

        I also provide school-related individual counseling and student planning. Students can self-refer and parents,  teachers, 
and administrators can request that I see students.  The counseling is brief-solution focused, and does not constitute therapy. 
I have information available to parents seeking outside therapy for their child listing psychologists, social workers, and     
therapists in the area. 
 

        In addition to counseling, I provide consultation and coordination services. I work with the school staff and parents, as 
part of a team, to assist students so they can do their best in school.  I also have resources on a variety of          
different topics that parents may find helpful. Information is also put in the monthly newsletter that can assist 
parents as well.  

                                        

To Contact Ms. Pletcher . . . 

 Call Lothian Elementary School 410-222-1697 

                      (410) 222-1697 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Newsletter Access 

Beginning with the October newsletter, a Blackboard Connect email will 
go out alerting parents that the newsletter is available online.  If you 
do not have internet access and need to receive a paper copy, you must 
complete the items below and return it to school. 
  
Parent Name:   
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Oldest Lothian Student’s Name:   
 
___________________________________________ 
 
Student’s Teacher:  
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
     
 
 



 


